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wishes utter anathema to the general public. This I
explain in the two next chapters.

The Majority Socialist ideas, therefore, prevailed.
This book- ends where the Majority Government, by
striking out alternately from Berlin in various directions,
had re-established the authority of the central State as
against other, newer forms of human co-operation
suggested or attempted* It is the close of a period.

A complete history of the German Revolution would
not, however, have ended here, but would have been
carried over into the second period, the end of which we
may roughly place at the time of the recent Kapp coup ;
from this again a third period begins. This more com-
plete exposition, had there been opportunity for it,
would have entailed a certain change of emphasis. The
historian here is inclined to give his verdict for the
opposition and to refuse it to the Government. For,
fa the industrial struggle which succeeds the first phase,
or political struggle, the story of the German Revo-
lution clearly becomes the story of the rejection by those
in power, the Majority Socialists, of the best aspects of
the revolutionary idea; the valuable criticism of demo-
cracy, known as Council government, or Sovietism,
or Shop Stewardism, or Regionalism, or by whatever
other name it may be called, passed over the heads of
the Majority Socialists, who have thus lost an
irreplaceable opportunity for dealing with the modern
constitution of society and re-moulding it to suit the